
List of Topics of PhD Supervisors 

 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Dr. Alfred Barth 

alfred.barth@sfu.ac.at 

• Etiology & diagnosis of ADHD. 

• Psychological stress in the workplace. 

• Diagnostic validation in psychological and psychiatric disorders (cultural, gender, and  

ethnic biases). 

• Mental health challenges caused by the climate crisis (climate anxiety). 

 

Prof. Dr. David Becker 

david.becker@sfu-berlin.de 

Social psychology with a focus on qualitative research 

Dissertation topics:  

• Psychological processes in war and crisis zones and their aftermath (trauma, coming to 

terms with the past, prospects for peace)   

• Intercultural issues and practice (postcolonial realities of life), political psychology, 

conflicts, etc., e.g.,  the Middle East (Israel-Palestine conflict), German-German identity 

development, young people’s political self-concept 

 

Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Gerhard Benetka 

gerhard.benetka@sfu.ac.at 

General Psychology 

 

Gabriele Caselli Ph.D 

g.caselli@milano-sfu.it 

• Metacognitive Theory and Therapy of Emotional Disorder and Addictive Behaviours 

• Nature, impact and treatment of negative repetitive thinking 

• Efficacy of Cognitive-Behaviour Therapy: processes and outcomes 

 

Ass.-Prof. Dr. Thomas Ditye, MSc MRes PhD 

thomas.ditye@sfu.ac.at 

• Consciousness research (sleep and dream, meditation and mindfulness, altered states of 

consciousness) 

• Cognition (perception, learning, memory) 

• Addiction 

• Alexinomia 



• Humanistic psychology 

 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Christiane Eichenberg 

c.eichenberg@sfu.ac.at 

• E-Mental Health, AI (interventions using digital media, on the one hand, and clinically 
relevant effects of media use, on the other) 

• Psychotraumatology 
• Psychosomatics  

 

Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Marion Garaus, PhD 

marion.garaus@sfu.ac.at 

Consumer Psychology 

Stereotypes in Advertising: Representation and Reception of LGBTQIA+ Identities  

• Identification of how LGBTQIA+ individuals are portrayed in current advertising 

campaigns  

• Comparison of representations across industries (e.g., fashion vs. finance) or cultures 

• Analysis of audience reception and interpretation of LGBTQIA+ portrayals (e.g., via 

surveys, interviews, social media analysis) 

• Investigation of how queer audiences respond to inclusive or performative branding 

strategies 

Understanding Sustainable Consumption Behavior 

• Study of the influence of social norms and peer behavior on individual waste decisions. 

• Analysis of the impact of public messaging and educational campaigns on behavior 

change 

• Exploration of how demographic variables (age, income, education) shape sustainability 
practices 

• Examination of the role of digital tools (e.g., apps, gamification) in promoting waste 

reduction or recycling OR any other sustainable consumption behavior 

Educational Outcomes in Museum Experiences 

• Comparison of different learning styles supported by traditional vs. interactive 

exhibitions 

• Study of how emotional or sensory experiences affect memory and learning outcomes in 

museums 

• Exploration of how different audiences (e.g., children, adults, tourists) engage with 

educational content 

• Investigation of museum learning as a social process (e.g., group interactions, family 

learning dynamics)  

 

Ass-Prof. Dr. Katharina Hametner  
 
katharina.hametner@sfu.ac.at 
 

mailto:katharina.hametner@sfu.ac.at


Social Psychology with a focus on social inequality & socio-ecological transformation 
 
Dissertation topics:  

• Psychosocial coping mechanisms for experiences of social inequality and associated 
collective dynamics (e.g., processes of resentment) 

• Methods for researching social inequality as a psychosocial phenomenon 
• Subjective experiences of socio-ecological transformation processes (with a special focus 

on social inequality/justice, e.g., the mobility transition) 
• Psychosocial conditions for the success or failure of socio-ecological transformation 

(with a special focus on social inequality/justice) 

 

Ass.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Dominik Stefan Mihalits 
 

dominik.mihalits@sfu.ac.at 
 
Cultural Psychology, Clinical Psychology & Psychotherapy, Performance Psychology 

My research examines the definition, perception, and impact of extreme experiences and 

behaviours—both positive and negative. A central focus is on differentiating between extremes 

that foster personal growth, achievement, or resilience, and those that may signal risk or clinical 

concern. 

Key areas include: 

• The objective and subjective identification of extremes 

• The influence of cultural context, media, and individual psychological traits on the 

evaluation of extreme phenomena 

• The relationship between positive extremes (such as extraordinary achievements) and 

performance psychology, as well as the distinction between normal and clinically 

relevant behaviour 

• Theoretical and practical approaches to distinguishing adaptive, transformative 

experiences from maladaptive or pathological extremes 

Students are encouraged to adopt interdisciplinary perspectives and contribute to advancing 

psychological theory and practice. I welcome motivated candidates interested in exploring the 

boundaries of human experience and the nuanced differentiation between positive and negative 

extremes within a rigorous academic environment. 

I offer supervision for doctoral research in English or German. Theses may be submitted in 

either language; candidates who are not native speakers must demonstrate excellent 

proficiency. 

 

Prof. Mag. Mag. Dr. Ivo Ponocny  
 
ivo.ponocny@sfu.ac.at 

Psychology of Sustainable Development 

Psychology of Well-being 

 
Dissertation topics: 



• Relationships between need satisfaction and well-being 
• The transition to more sustainable societies and its psychological foundations 
• Motivation for and barriers to environmentally friendly behavior  
• Climate protection narratives and anti-narratives and their perception 
• Rationalization and the defense against cognitions and norms  
• Green voting 
• Validity in psychology 

 

Prof. PD Dr. Nora Ruck  
 
nora.ruck@ sfu.ac.at 

• Psychological gender and diversity research 
• Qualitative and participatory methods 

 

Prof. Simona Scaini PhD. 

s.scaini@milano-sfu.it 

Research Areas and Primary Aims 

Our research addresses clinically significant topics in both typical and atypical development, 

spanning the developmental period from infancy to adolescence.  

Dissertation topcis: 

• Developmental Psychology and Psychopathology 
• Social, Cognitive, and Emotional Development in children and adolescents 
• Genetic and Environmental Contributions to internalizing and externalizing dimensions, 

including: 
a. Anxiety, somatic, and depressive problems 
b. Oppositional Defiant Disorder 
c. Anger-related difficulties 
d. Cognitive Disengagement Syndrome 

• Assessment and treatment approaches in clinical child psychology 

 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Birgit U. Stetina 

birgit.u.stetina@sfu.ac.at 

• Human-Animal Relationship 

• Zoopsychology for Clinical Psychologists 

 

Prof. Dr. Jaan Valsiner, Ph.D. 

jvalsiner@gmail.com 

• Psychology of art  

• Cultural psychology  

• Life-course developmental psychology  

• Theoretical innovations in psychology 



Projects are supported with a view to international conference presentation and eventual 

publication in the form of a monograph. Excellent English language skills are taken for 

granted.  To be accepted for advising, some previous conference presentation or publication 

text (English, German, Italian, or Slovenian) is desirable for introduction 

 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Peter Walla 

peter.walla@sfu.ac.at 

• Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience 

• Electroencephalography (EEG) 

• Startle reflex modulation (for measuring unconscious, affective brain responses) 

• Skin conductance, heart rate, respiratory rate, and temperature 

 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Meike Watzlawik 

meike.watzlawik@sfu-berlin.de 

• Sexual diversity, sexual identity development (intertwining with gender) 

• Norming of bodies, identity and the body, interplay with social norms/representations 

• Sibling relationships 

• Occupational identity 

• Narrative identity, positioning 

 

Univ.-Prof. DDr. Martin Wieser 

martin.wieser@sfu-berlin.de 

• Theory and history of psychology and psychotherapy 

• Qualitative/biographical methods 

 

 


